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Charlie Capelle poses with the real woman
in his life, his ‘loyal’ trimaran A Capelia,
after bringing her back from Spain where
she had lain in a field after being dragged
upside down into a Galician harbour by
local fishermen. The Spanish authorities
had been unable to identify the boat (sic...)
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Not a new range of Seahorse colognes but Charlie

Capelle’s love affair with an iconic Walter Greene racing
timaran that did not want to die. Jocélyn Bleriot traces

a most unusual biography...

He bought her twice, lost her at sea on two
occasions, yet this winter he will take his
third Route du Rhum start at her helm.
Meet Charlie Capelle and the 42ft tri-
maran A Capella, sistership of the first
Rhum winner, in a story where Mike
Birch, Walter Greene and the coming of
age of racing multihulls all collide.

Born in the US at Walter Greene’s yard,
where Charlie learned his profession of
boatbuilder, the vellow trimaran that
became A Capella was the sistership of the
famous Olympus Photo on which Mike
Birch had won the first edition of the
‘Rhum’ against his much larger monohull
rivals, making a public and important case
for ocean-racing multihulls. Many years
later Capelle would himself take second
place in class, in the 1998 Rhum, but only
after it had already taken him seven years
to restore his little historic monument...

Then, a few months later, in early 1999,

Charlie would be back in Brittany and
hard at work on a modern Irens and
Cabaret-designed replacement, while his
original A Capella was being delivered
back to France... But Capelle soon got
news that his boat had capsized in a storm
mid-Atlantic and had been abandoned (the
crew were rescued).

Though he was mentally now well into
the process of preparing himself for a new
boat, it took Capelle a while to get used to
the idea that Capella was this time really
lost forever. And then 15 months later his
old boat was back scratching at his door.

‘T've always had a hard time believing in
coincidence,” says Charlie. He’s not the
type of man you would expect to use
words such as ‘destiny’, yet A Capella’s
epic life, so closely tied to his own for the
past 25 years, would sow doubt in most
people’s minds.

‘A Capella really is the story of a boat
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that did not want to die,” he says. ‘She
crossed the Atlantic on her own after
capsizing and being abandoned off New-
foundland in April 1999. When [ heard she
had washed ashore in Spain I jumped in my
car and drove down to bring her back,’
says Charlie. ‘Really, I had no choice!’

The man and his boat go way back - to
1980 to be precise. That was the year
Charlie decided to become a boatbuilder,
joining other new apprentices at Walter
Greene’s office in Maine, There Charlie
started to work on the A Capella series, a
family of small trimarans that had already
achieved glory with Olympus Photo,
winner of the first Route du Rhum.

In 1980 skipper Mike Birch was also in
Maine with Charlie, along with Nigel
Irens, Marc Lombard and Jean-Francois de
Prémorel — who later became the CEO of
Jeanneau. A fine quintet of trainees, who
learned their trade under the supervision of
Greene before all making names for them-
selves. Charlie eventually sailed back to
Europe with Philippe Poupon, who had
himself come to Maine to pick up a new A
Capella, of course, aboard which the two
friends would win class 3 in the TwoStar
the following year.

Capelle then founded his own Tech-
nologie Marine yard in La Trinité, while
Poupon’s little tri was sold on to Yves Le
Cornec (the man who came up with the
idea of the Jules Verne Trophy). But after
colliding with a wreck the boat eventually
ended up on a beach in Brittany in 1983.
‘Already I wanted to rescue her,’ says
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